
DON'T MISS A BRIEF. SIGN UP FOR OUR DAILY
EMAIL.

Your Email  

!"#$

%&%'()*)+,-.!/

/)!0,)

1.2/)

+0340-5!

063-!-/,70,-.!

7)52*0,-.!

3)6-0

87-)9-!5(7..3

*0,-!.

:%;<&(7)4.7,

+.7.!0=-72/(7)4.7,

9*..7(0+,-.!

-!(,1)(>!.?

/2!60@(,0*>(/1.?/

3.7)

3.7)

4ABCDE

6)9)!/)

)!)75@(F()!=-7.!3)!,

1)0*,1(+07)

,)+1!.*.5@

-!,)7!0,-.!0*

,70!/4.7,0,-.!

+@8)7/)+27-,@

!0,-.!0*(/)+27-,@

/2/,0-!08-*-,@

3.7)

=CG"A

*0,)/,

6)9)!/)

)!)75@(F()!=-7.!3)!,

1)0*,1+07)

,)+1!.*.5@

,70!/4.7,0,-.!

-!,)7!0,-.!0*

+@8)7/)+27-,@

!0,-.!0*(/)+27-,@

/2!60@(/1.?/

)=)!,/

3.7)

.HCICAI

+.!,7-82,.7/(,.(,1)(1-**

+.*23!-/,/

+.!57)//(8*.5

3.7)

7"$AJKD"$

,1)(1-**(044/

4).4*)

7//

.LM"K(0K"N$

50**)7-)/

,1)(1-**(O.8/

!0,-.!0*(O.8/

+AILKCPJLAK$

/283-,(.4-!-.!(+.!,)!,

Follow Us On Get the App

6.(!.,(/)**(.7(/107)(3@(4)7/.!0*(-!9.730,-.! /28/+7-4,-.!/ 47-=0+@(4.*-+@ ,)73/(F(+.!6-,-.!/

+.!,0+, 06=)7,-/) SUBSCRIBE TO PUSH NOTIFICATIONS !)?/!0,-.! 8)/,7)=-)?/ !)Q/,07(6-5-,0*

O.27!0*-/,-+(-!,)57-,@

6.(!.,(/)**(.7(/107)(3@(4)7/.!0*(-!9.730,-.!

THE HILL 1625 K STREET, NW SUITE 900 WASHINGTON DC 20006 | 202-628-8500 TEL | 202-628-8503 FAX

© 1998 - 2023 NEXSTAR MEDIA INC. | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

TRENDING:  KEVIN MCCARTHY  2024 ELECTIONS  SPECIAL REPORT: CANCER  SPONSORED:  CONTENT FROM IASIC ON CANNABIS  CONTENT FROM AT&T

OJ$L(-IRRR

,AKINGA(I"NK(.’1NK"
GC$KJHL$(MJIGK"G$(AS
+MCDNTA(SBCTML$ 
/,0,)(?0,+1 U(::3(VW/(05.

8CG"IAXCD$(C$(NI(CI$JBL
LA(XCBBCAI$(AS(YAL"K$
BCYCIT(HNEDM"DZ(LA
HNEDM"DZ
9-!0!+) U(<:3('[/(05.

!AKLM(>AK"N’$(>CX
HB"GT"$(LA(PAB$L"K
IJDB"NK(DNHNPCBCLE(NSL"K
-+83(BNJIDM 
-!,)7!0,-.!0* U('\3(%V/(05.

,#A(E"NK$(NSL"K(LM"(XN$$
G"XAI$LKNLCAI$](+JPN
K"XNCI$(N$(G"$H"KNL"(N$
"Y"K
-!,)7!0,-.!0* U(:1(:3(05.

1AJ$"(5.4(KCTML(SBNIZ
#CI$(YAL"$(AI(MALUPJLLAI
G"S"I$"(PCBB
NX"IGX"IL$
6)9)!/) U(:1(:%3(05.

8CG"I(GCXCIC$M"G
^"B"I$ZE](SJXPB"G(LM"
PNBB(CI(!0,.’$(=CBICJ$
X""LCIT
!0,-.!0*(/)+27-,@ U(:1(<:3(05.

3ALM"K(SCTML$(SAK(SAAG
NBB"KTE(BN#(NSL"K($AI(GC"$
"NLCIT(NL(,"_N$
K"$LNJKNIL
!)?/ U(:1('\3(05.

6ADLAK(P"MCIG(AID"UYCKNB
,CZ,AZ(HNT"($LKCHH"G(AS
X"GCDNB(BCD"I$"(PE($LNL"
PANKG
!)?/ U(:1(V:3(05.

=-)?(0**

.4-!-.! ` ?1-,)(1.2/)
,1)(=-)?/()Q47)//)6(8@(+.!,7-82,.7/(07)(,1)-7(.?!(0!6(!.,(,1)(=-)?(.9(,1)(1-**

?"(I""G(N($"KCAJ$(DAIY"K$NLCAI(NPAJL
OA"(8CG"I’$(PKNCI
8@(8)+>),(0603/](.4-!-.!(+.!,7-82,.7(U(&[a&<a%<([;&&(03(), /107) ,?)),

Speaking to reporters Wednesday, President Biden falsely claimed that
Russia is at war with Iraq.  Russia is at war with Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin is “clearly losing the war in Iraq,”  Biden told
the press pool, “losing the war at home. And he has become a bit of a pariah
around the world.”

On Tuesday, during an unrelated fundraising event in Chevy Chase, Md.,
Biden made the exact same slip-up, mistaking Ukraine for Iraq.

“If anybody told you … that we’d be able to bring all of Europe together in
the onslaught on Iraq and get NATO to be completely united,”  the president
said, “I think they would have told you it’s not likely.”

Although many journalists did a fine job this week highlighting the
president’s apparent confusion regarding Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, one
can’t help but feel as if the news industry as a whole is avoiding the obvious
follow-up question. Namely, “Is Biden OK?”

It’s not an unfair question, either, considering the Iraq/Ukraine gaffes were
not an isolated series of incidents. They are simply the latest in a string of
bizarre, confused and mostly unintelligible statements from Biden in the
much longer string of bizarre, confused and mostly unintelligible
statements that have come to define the Biden presidency.

“We have plans to build a railroad from the Pacific all the way across the
Indian Ocean,” the president  said this month  during an address before the
League of Conservation Voters.

There is no such plan, of course, to build a railroad from the Pacific coast to
the Indian Ocean. According to his White House handlers, the president was
referring to a plan that would connect railroads across the African
continent, linking ports on the Atlantic Ocean to ports on the Indian Ocean.
Atlantic, Pacific. Tomato,  tomato.

On June 19, the president promised to conserve 30 percent of U.S. lands
and water by — the year he won the presidency?

“I’ve committed to  —  by 2020, we will have conserved 30 percent of all the
lands and waters the United States has jurisdiction over and simultaneously
reduce emissions to blunt climate impact,”  he said.

Following a June 16 speaking engagement at the University of Hartford in
Connecticut, where Biden promoted gun control efforts, the president
signed off by saying, “God save the Queen, man.”

The press pool, which observed and reported on the president’s address in
real time, was left befuddled by his remarks, not least of all because Queen
Elizabeth II is still dead, and her son is still king.

“Several of you have asked me why he might have said that,” the  Dallas
Morning News’s  Todd Gillman said in his pool report. “I have no idea. Other
poolers likewise have no idea.” The White House, for its part, claimed the
president was merely sharing a joke with a member of the audience, a detail
that apparently went unobserved by the entire White House press pool.

There’s also the fact that Biden  keeps claiming his late son, Beau, died in
Iraq. Beau did not die in Iraq. Beau died in Bethesda, Md., six years after
returning from a tour of duty in Iraq.

During his 2022  State of the Union address  [emphases added], Biden
declared, “4JLCI(XNE(DCKDB"(>ECY  with tanks, but he will never gain the
hearts and souls of the  -KNICNI(H"AHB".”

In July of that same year,  during his visit to Israel, the president said, “We
must do every, every day — continue to bear witness, to keep alive the truth
and honor of the Holocaust.” He corrected himself later, replacing “honor”
with “horror.”

Earlier, during an event near the White House, Biden  inquired about the
whereabouts  of the late Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.), whose death the
president himself had commemorated in a public statement just
weeks  prior. The White House flag had been even flown at half-staff for two
days following the congresswoman’s death.

Or how about when Biden  accidentally endorsed regime change  in Russia,
when he said during an overseas trip in Poland: “For God’s sake, [Putin]
cannot remain in power.” This one was a particular headache for Biden’s
handlers.

One could go on, but you likely get the picture. The kindest thing that can
be said of this president is that he has lost his fastball.

This isn’t just about whether Biden has the stuff to finish this term, let alone
serve a second one. This is also about why we in the media aren’t having a
more robust debate regarding Biden’s mental acuity. The apparent lack of
interest in the matter certainly feels like a change of pace for an industry
that historically hasn’t shied from the issue.

During the Trump years, for example, there was no shortage of coverage
and commentary questioning the president’s physical and mental fitness. In
those years, there were three parts to every sentence published by the
press: A noun, a verb, and “Is Donald Trump insane?”

Psychiatrists became cable news famous  overnight simply for their
willingness to leverage their credentials against Trump. Earlier, when then-
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) ran for president in 2008, a popular newsroom
theme at the time was,  “Is  he  too old?” Then, there was former President
George W. Bush, whose lifelong battle with the English language became so
much fodder for media speculation and late-night jocularity. Lastly, of
course, there’s former President Reagan, whose administration was dogged
by the press’s persistent questions regarding whether his brain had  finally
turned  to  mashed potatoes.

Fast-forward to 2023, and we see the current president confuse basic world
events, praise rail projects that don’t exist, mourn war casualties that aren’t
real,  wander around stages and  TV sets  as if he is lost and struggle to make
it through speaking engagements without getting flustered or exhausted.
Yet, despite the press’s normal reflex to ask whether the president is up to
the demands of the office, we in the media have responded to Biden’s
bizarre presidency with little more than a bored shrug.
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The point here isn’t to highlight the press’s treatment of past presidents and
presidential  hopefuls, to shout “hypocrisy!” Rather, it’s to state that the
public deserves to know whether Biden is capable of performing the bare
minimum required of his office. If anything falls under the heading of “public
interest,” this is surely it. And yet the broader press, the industry tasked with
asking and exploring this question, has staked out a position of casual
indifference. 

But if ever there was a time to snap back to attention, to engage on the
issue of “presidential fitness,” this is it. There’s a presidential election just
around the corner. The time to get serious about “fitness,” and to address it
fairly and seriously, is now. Not for the sake of the media’s credibility, but
for the sake of the public, which has every right to know whether the
leading candidates for president are actually capable of carrying out their
duties.

Becket Adams is a writer in Washington and program director for
the  National Journalism Center.
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about reports that President Biden
misstated the ongoing war between
Russia and Ukraine as occurring in
Iraq?
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survey answers for market research and
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