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inston S. Churchill is remembered for two main reasons. The

brighter reason is he being a hero during World War II and leading

Britain to victory.

His refusal to give in and inspiring speeches are remembered even today.

The bitter reason is that he was remembered as the man who caused a

deadly, devastating famine in Bengal during 1943.

The Bengal famine was the only calamity that took place as a result of

drought. Winston Churchill’s policies also played a significant role in the

catastrophe.

The absolute failure of his policies was a nightmare for millions of people.

;)&($6&9-.*$)&<$2*<$("$9",*$()&.$(),**$9-22-".
<*&()'=

!"#$%&#$'"%$()#$"*+(&$,-#."$.*/010#23$4.(2$5(/)$%,$(&6$7(-(+1)68

US and Indian scientists later analyzed the level of soil moisture and other

soil factors.

They studied the soil between 1870 and 2016 to conclude the exact reasons

behind the catastrophe.

According to them — 

Apart from the Bengal famine, there were six more famines during the

mentioned period.

Only Bengal’s famine could not be traced or linked to crop failure or soil

precipitation deficiency.

The same study also highlights that Bengal’s problems were increased by

other factors related to World War II in that year.

The war had massively affected the state’s economy.

Another interesting revelation of the study was that year 1941 had below

the average levels of soil conditions.

These conditions are primarily responsible for the drought. But this was not

in 1943.

While in 1943, the famine was at its peak.
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When the famine was destroying Bengal, Churchill was busy diverting
food rations to other countries.

The line mentioned above makes me feel very sorry for everything that the

people of Bengal had to face.

Madhushree Mukherjee is the author of the book ‘Churchill’s Secret War.’ In

her book, she wrote that Churchill was privately shipping food
shipments to Britain and other European countries.

But why? To deny the access of food to Bengal.

Historian Diana Preston said that Churchill did admit that he never really

cared for India, but he didn’t intend to spread the famine.
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Mukherjee had evidence proving that the then-British Prime Minister was

warned. He was warned multiple times about the exhaustive use of Indian food

resources.

He was warned about food scarcity. But he continued exporting rice from

India.

During the same year, London had put up urgent requests from India for

more than one million tons of emergency wheat supplies.

Not to forget that they had already drained India out of rice and then

wheat.
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Let us all ponder history and think clearly. We would see how the British

exploitation had changed Bengal’s economy drastically.
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According to a survey conducted in 1933, 41% of India’s inhabitants were

‘poorly nourished.’ The statistics of Bengal was worst of all with 31%.

In her book, Mukherjee also mentioned that in June 1942, Viceroy

Linlithgow warned about a food crisis in India.

Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar, a member of his council, had informed the War

Cabinet’s shipping committee about “some danger of famine conditions,
mainly in Calcutta and Bombay.”

In 1943, Governor Herbert again warned the viceroy that India is

desperately falling short of wheat.

Their main concern rose — if factory workers who eat wheat and other grains

will not get adequate food, they will suffer. They would then likely face the

problem of a shortage of laborers. This will result in a lesser production.

So they came up with a ship to hold a large-scale import of wheat and rice.

Although the Prime minister hadn’t approved the shipment, the ships were

released by Leathers, who was working for Churchill. He, although being

fair, lacked authority.

Another fact which ought to be bought in the limelight is the fact of Japan.

The Imperial Japanese Army had already invaded Burma(today’s

Myanmar).

Churchill was afraid that the next target was Bengal. Thus he had the

military secure the coastlines of Bengal. To contain Japanese troops,

Churchill isolated Bengal from the rest of India.

Churchill thought if the Japanese invaded, he could starve them out by

removing or destroying Bengal’s resources. Thus Churchill made sure to

leave Bengal with few supplies.

Bengal was disconnected from both its own coastlines and neighboring states.

India’s economy came almost at a breaking point by the demands of war. In

the War Cabinet meeting of August 4, 1943, the proceeding gave the

account of the shortage of food grains.
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This incident was recorded in the Biplai (a local newspaper) on 5th

August 1943. A Muslim man was unable to meet his family’s needs. His

wife assumed that he had drowned himself in the flooded Kasai river.

She was unable to feed her two young sons for a couple of days. When she

could not endure the pain any longer, she dropped the younger boy into the

river.

She tried to do the same for the elder son, but he screamed and grabbed her

tightly.

Hunger had overpowered the mother’s unconditional love and
compassion.

She then went for the way to silence her child’s screams. With her feeble

arms, she dug a small grave and threw her son into it. When she tried to

cover it with mud, a passerby heard the screams and snatched the spade.

He promised to bring up the boy. The mother went away; probably, she

found peace in Kasai’s cold torrent.

A teacher had given reports of witnessing small children picking and

eating undigested grains out of a beggar’s feces.

In his letter to his wife, a British soldier Clive Branson wrote, " I saw a

woman; almost fleshless skeleton and clothes were grey with dust. The

woman was standing barefooted, expressionless, not knowing where to

go.

For miles, he saw children naked with inflated bellies and stick-like legs.

Wherever his carriage halted, children came round his carriage saying

“Bukshish, Sahib”(A small amount of money, Sir).

In his diary, a British soldier wrote that I hear painful screams and

crying of homeless children between age five and 10. They were naked.

Homeless, motherless, fatherless. Their sole possession was an empty tin

to collect scraps of food.
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From these instances, anyone can see how inhumane conditions were

prevailing in Bengal.

A large of Indians were serving in British during that time and on that too

Churchill repeatedly denied the access of food and food exports to India.

I don’t know if anyone ever can explain this utterly inhumane cruelty
of the British.
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On August 22, 1943, a newspaper printed close-up photographs of young

children pointing rib cages and stick-like legs.

The statesman started publishing editorials for spreading famine. They wrote,

but nothing came out of it.

When the news of the Bengal famine started to reach out to other nations,

many individual groups came to pour into the help. The help included grain

from Australia and the United States.

But the British government, especially Winston Churchill, refused to take
any help and was willing to let Bengal people die.

The problem was that Winston disliked Indians so much that he saw

nothing but a waste of food shipments if sent to India.

By the end of 1944, the worst side of famine was exposed, which triggered

the end of the British government.
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His antipathy towards India made the Indians go through such frightful

conditions.

Once when he was discussing his policies with the Secretary of India

Leopold Amery, Churchill had said — 

“I hate Indians. They are beastly people with a beastly religion.”

Some officials tried their level best to do something about the famine, but

Churchill’s objections were a significant hurdle on the way.

Churchill was sent a telegram from the authorities of New Delhi about the

rising number of famine deaths, but he neglected it.

Later in a cabinet meeting, he said — 

“Famine or no famine, Indians will breed like rabbits.”

The authorities of the Delhi government tried for the second time. This time

they sent a telegram with a picture of the horrifying devastation.

His mere response was — “Then why hasn’t Gandhi died yet?”
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